
he same principle that brings
you free internet connectivity can
bring Mashiach. Many of the services
provided gratis on the internet are paid
for by people who don’t want us to
forget what we already know.  Apply
the same thinking to our Torah behav-
ior, and you practically have a mission
statement for the Chofetz Chaim
Heritage Foundation.   Through their
screen-saver and website, you can give
your neshamah [soul] a bit of an edge
in the battle to make speech gentler,
kinder, and more consistent with
Torah expectations and standards.

It seems incredible that the organiza-
tion that generates so much aware n e s s
of our need to avo i d lashon hara –

u n c o m p l i m e n t a ry speech – is the pro d-
uct of a single moment of inspiration of
one individual, and only a scant decade
a g o.  Michael Rothschild owned a
graphic-design company in New Yo rk .
He decided, on impulse, to avoid the
office for a few days, and invigorate
himself through a respite of Torah study.
Looking for a topic that he could wade
t h rough in the brief time he allotted
h i m s e l f, he decided to study the com-
plex laws that differentiate betwe e n
a p p roved and disapproved speech.

His learning left him energized and
determined to spread the enthusiasm.
Without a nickel allocated to the
cause, he called Madison Square
Garden, and booked the Felt Forum

for what he hoped would be an
evening devoted to raising people’s
consciousness concerning one of the
crown jewels of the Torah’s interper-
sonal laws.  He later learned that the
night that he had picked was the 24th
of Elul, the yahrzeit of the Chofetz
Chaim, the saintly Torah giant who
authored the definitive works on the
subject.  The Felt Forum later canceled
his reservation because of a construc-
tion project, but by that time
Rothschild had generated so much
interest in the event, that he moved it,
and added eighteen other cities for
that premiere event in 1989.

Since that time, many a loose
tongue has frozen at the mention of
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the Chofetz Chaim Heritage
Foundation.  Rothschild gradually
diversified into more programs and
services.  After five years and a data-
base of 16,000, he made the fateful
decision to involve himself full-time in
promoting awareness of the Torah’s
code of proper speech.

Today, his posters and ads turn up in
virtually every nook and cranny of
Orthodox life, repeatedly urging us to
learn more about lashon hara, and to
avail ourselves of the redemptive pow-
ers that are associated with Torah-
sanctioned speech.  Rothschild is most
proud of the 110,000 copies he has
distributed of the daily self-study 
program of the eponymous work of
the Chofetz Chaim.  Tapes provide
another method of access, as does the
website http://www.chofetzchaim.org,
where you can order a daily, free email
dose of study. The site will also take
you to the offerings of Chosen Words, a
newsletter devoted to personal growth.
It is distributed to synagogues and
schools across America.  (In Israel, it is
now packaged within the Orthodox
Union’s ever-popular Torah Tidbits.)   

Other programs have targeted topics
such as domestic harmony, judging
people favorably, and getting the most
out of the Shabbos table.  The
“Mishmeres” program brings high
school girls together from across the
entire spectrum of Orthodoxy to rein-
force issues of proper speech.  A new
“Chazak” dial-in system receives
64,000 calls annually, seeking messages
that can lift the spirits of those teeter-
ing under the strains of life.

A story about the gre a t - g r a n d f a t h e r
and namesake of Rav Yosef Be r
So l oveitchik z ” l best expresses the
p remise behind the screen saver pro-
gram.  The Bais Halevi was often seen
holding a snuffbox in hand when he

c o n versed with others, despite the fact
that he never actually used the sub-
stance.  Asked to explain this strange
practice, he pointed to six letters – s h i n ,
pey, vav, shin, mem, nun – engrave d
into the inside cover of the box.  T h e y
formed, he explained, an acronym for
the six He b rew words of Prove r b s
21:23:  “Shomer piv uleshono s ho m e r
mitzoros na f s h o; One who guards his
mouth and tongue guards his soul fro m
t roubles.”  The snuffbox was a conve-
nient place to keep the import a n t
reminder always within range.  De s p i t e
his familiarity with the laws and his
commitment to them, he felt that he
needed the constant re i n f o rc e m e n t .

Snuff no longer being politically cor-
rect, a screen saver might be the better
way to go.  Rothschild’s package of
visuals is an entirely effortless way to
review the essentials of halachically
correct speech.   About 40 frames are
supplied, each one superimposing
either a basic rule about lashon hara,
or a maxim of the Sages upon a back-
drop, usually a full-color display of
soothing, scenic beauty.  A small, but
well-designed, applet allows the viewer
to select wallpaper and screen savers
from this set, and to specify just how
often he would like the selections to
change. The CD (Windows and Mac)
can be ordered by calling (800) 867-
2482.  At $24.95, the package is a bar-
gain.  Given the many assurances the
Chofetz Chaim made about the bless-
ings attending proper speech, this
screen saver may increase the life of
more than just the monitor.

Big News for Windows Users

When you ponder the merits of
switching to Windows 2000 versus
staying with what you have, don’t
overlook a feature that you are likely
to miss in the comparisons in the
press.  Win2K has great foreign lan-
guage support, including Hebrew.  If
you go to Control Panel/ Regional
Options/ Input Locales, you will be
faced with dozens of choices.
Choosing Hebrew will enable a pack-
age of features. If you also happen to
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have Microsoft Word 2000, this new
capability will allow it to function as a
bilingual version of Word, complete
with most Word features!  

Until now, you had to run special
Hebrew versions of both Windows
and Word to use the latter as a
Hebrew-English wordprocessor.  If you
balked at using a platform that the
American technical support people
might not understand, you had to pur-
chase a stand-alone multilingual word-
processor, several of which have been
reviewed in this column.  Now you
can use your familiar Word application
to take care of all your Hebrew needs,
all from within the security of the
same platform that tens of millions of
others will be using.

Windows 2000 Professional is
intended primarily for network and
business users.  A future release called
Millennium will target the household
consumer.  Expect word in my next
column as to whether the newer prod-
uct will be able to handle Hebrew as
well as its big brother. JA
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