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lack of proper communication.  T h e
e f f o rts in therapy are then directed tow a rd
i m p roving communication.  This may
indeed be true in some cases, but I suspect
that the problem may be deeper than this.
Indeed, why should two intelligent people
be unable to communicate pro p e r l y ?

I may have come across the answer
recently at the airport.  Near me on the
moving walkway there was an airline
employee who noticed a friend on the
moving walkway that was going in the
opposite direction.  They began a con-
versation, but could only carry it on very
briefly. The two moving walkways were
going in opposite directions, and soon
they were too far apart to communicate
with each other.

Perhaps communication between hus-
band and wife fails when the two are not
headed in the same direction.  The
divergence on the two moving walkways
was obvious.  In a marriage, the diver-
gence may be much more subtle.

Perhaps the young man is entering
into marriage because he feels it will sat-
isfy his emotional needs.  Similarly, the
young woman is doing so to satisfy her
emotional needs.  Some people may
even consider this to be proper motiva-
tion for marriage.  A bit of thought will
indicate that his needs and her needs are
not identical.  In fact, by definition, they
are divergent.  Any time that one of the
partner’s needs is not being met, there is
grounds for dissension.

Of course, every person has emotional
needs.  In a good marriage, the partners
do indeed try to satisfy each other’s
needs.  This notwithstanding, the fulfill-
ment of emotional needs should not be
their primary goal.

If the goal of the marriage is to give
greater glory to Hashem, and both hus-
band and wife are dedicated to this goal,
the marriage has far greater stability.  It

is not unusual for frustrations to occur,
but these involve the secondary, rather
than the primary, bases of the marriage
and do not threaten its viability.

Moses said to the Israelites, “This is
the thing that you shall do, and the
glory of Hashem will appear to you”
(Leviticus 9:6).  We may often be in
doubt about what we should do.  An
excellent guideline is to ask ourselves,
“Will this increase the glory of
Hashem?”  If not, it is best avoided.

This is equally true of a marriage.  T h e
goal should be to establish a family, a
household that will further the fulfil l m e n t
of Torah.  The motivation for having chil-
d ren shouldn’t be only for personal re a s o n s ,
but primarily to transmit the heritage of
Torah to the children.  The Mi d ra s h tells us
that at Sinai Hashem asked the Is r a e l i t e s ,
“Who will be the guarantors that My
Torah will be pre s e rved?”  The Is r a e l i t e s
replied, “Our childre n . ”

There may even be differences of
opinion about what will contribute to
the greater “glory of Hashem.” However,
when the differences are in methodology
and both partners are in sincere search
for the truth, these differences will not
endanger the marriage.  In such situa-
tions, communication is possible, and if
there is a problem in communication, it
can be addressed by competent counsel-
ing.  It is only when self-interests domi-
nate the marriage that communication
breaks down and may not be remediable
until both partners are unified in a com-
mon goal.

This is why our sages began the bra-
chot under the chupah with reference to
the glory of Hashem being the purpose
of creation.  A marriage based on this
principle is sound.  If both husband and
wife share their common goal of bring-
ing greater glory to Hashem, the mar-
riage will thrive.
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ave you ever attended a wed-
ding and noticed the wording of the first
brachah after the couple was joined in
wedlock:  “Blessed is Hashem Who has
created everything for His glory”?  What
is the relevance of this brachah to mar-
riage?  Why did the sages see fit to begin
the seven brachot with the assertion that
Hashem created the world for His glory?

Just what is meant by “the greater
glory of God?”

In the daily Shema we say, “You shall
love your God” (Deuteronomy 6:5).
The Talmud interprets this verse to
mean, “Make the Name of God beloved”
(Yuma 86a).  When we behave according
to the Torah commandments, to be rig-
orously honest, to do acts of kindness, to
avoid gossip, to honor one’s parents, etc.,
we bring honor to the Torah and to God.

The couple that behaves in a manner
that will make God’s name beloved sets
an example for their children; when
their children follow their example, this
brings greater glory to God.

In recent times, we have witnessed an
unprecedented number of marriage dis-
solutions.  The incidence of divorce has
risen to as high as 50%!  While the inci-
dence in the Torah observant communi-
ty is far less, it is by no means negligible.
Whereas divorce in Torah-committed
families was once a rarity, it now occurs
with some frequency.

Marriage counselors re p o rt that many of
the cases of problem marriages are due to a
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